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From the Newsrk Daily Advertiser.
BATTLE OF PRINCETON,
BY A SERGEANT,

Thres or four days after 1he victory
at Trenlon, the American army re-
:‘r;ued tbe Delaware into New Jer-

At this ime our troops were io s
destitute and deplorable condition. —

horses attached 1o our cannon
Wwere without shoes; and when passing
over the ice they would slide in eves
ry direction; and could advanee only
by the assistance of the soldiers, Our
men loo were without shoes or other
comforiable clothing; and as traces of
our march towards Princeton, the
wground was literally marked with the
blood of the soldiers’ feet, Though
my own feet did not bleed, they were
so sore that their comdition was litule
better. '

While we were at Trenton, on the
hnt_of December, 1776 the time for
which I and the most of my regiment
$ad ealisied, expired, At this iry-
ing aoment, General Washington,
baving now but a handful of men, and
many of them new recruits in which
he could place but little confidence
ordered our regiment to be paraded,
and personally addressed us, urging
that we should stay a month longer,—
‘He alluded 1o our recent victory at
Trenton, told us that aur service was
greatly needed, and that we could do
more for our couniey than w1 ever
could at any fuiure period; and in the
waost alectionate manner entreated us
to slay. The drums were beat for vol-
unteers, hut not a man turaed out.—
‘The Soldiers, worn down witl fatigue
snd privations, had their heerts fixed
on home and the comforts of the do.
anesiic eirele,and it was hard to fore.
0 the anticipated plessure of the so
wiely of our dearest friends.

The Genersl wheeled his horse a
bouty~rode through in front of the
regiment,and addressing us again ssid
*My brave fellows, you nave done all
il ever asked you to do, and more than
«ould be rewsonsbly expected; but
Jour country is at stake. your houses
and all that you hold dear. You have
worn yourselves out with fatigue and
hardships, but we know not how to
spare you. Il you willeonsent 10 slay
only eae month longer, you will ren
der that service to the cause of liberly
and 10 your country which you prob
ably never can do under any other cir
<umslances. The present is emphat-
scally the erigie which is to deeide
our destiny.” The drums beat the
second lime. The soldiers felt the
force of appeal. O e sid to the oth-
er [ will remain if you will. Others
remarked, we eannol go home wnder
such circumstances. A few stepped

* forth,end their example was immedic

atery followed by all who were fit for
duty in the regiment, amounting 1o a-
bout 200 volunteers, An officer in-
quired of the Ganeral, if these men
should be enrolled. [fe replied,—
“No; Men who will volunteer in such
a casens this, need no earolment lo
keep them to their duty.”’ ‘
When we were shout commenecing

. our niarch far Providenee, lord Corn-

wallis left that place with the inteution
of attacking aud at one blow culting
off tha rebel army, He apposred near
Trenton, st Wood creek on the As-
sumpsit river, where a skirmish took
place ata bridge aver the ecreek. The
Hessians were placed io front of the
British troops,snd endeavored to force
the bridge, They were repulsed and
driven back, three times by the Amer
ican cannon,  The [lessians were
prshed on by (e Britih commandsr
and were ¢ut down unlil the dead lay
in heaps by the bridga. They retired
snd we were lefl undisturbed for the
night.

Leaving our fires kindled fo deceive
the enemy, we decamped that night,
and by a eircalar route took up our
Line of mareh for Princeton, General
Mercer commanded the [roa!, of which
the 200 volunteers composed a part.—
A%oul suorise on the moring of the 8d
of Janusry 1777, reaching the summir
of a hill near Princeton we observed
a light horseman looking towards us,
as weview an object when therising
sun shines directly in our face, Gen.
eral Mereer, observing him, gave or-
ders 1o the riflamen to pick him off.—
Several made ready, but at thet in
stant he wheeled about and was eut of
their reach,

Soon nlter, as we were descending o
hill through sn orchard, a party of the
enemy who were entrenchiad behind a
bapk and furz+, rose and fired upon us
Their first shot passed over our heads,
cutting the limbs of the rees under
which we wero marching. At this mo
ment we were ordered 1o wheel,  As
the platoon which | commanded were
obeying the order, the corporal who
stood at my left shoulder, reeeln:liu

ball aod fell de ..

seemed to bend forward to reccive the
ball, which might otherwise have en-

sod ficed upon the enemy. They re-
treated about eight rods 1o their packs
which were laid inalive, Tadvaoced
to the feace on the the opposite side of
the diteh which the enemy had just
left, fell on my koee, aod loaded my
mudket with ball and buck shot. Our
firing was most destructives: their ranks
grew thin, and viclory seemed nearly
complete, when the British were rein

forced, Many of our bravest men had
fallen, and wa were unable to stand
such superior numbers of fresh troops.

I soon heard Geaeral Mercer com-
mand, in atone of distress, “Retreat,”
tHe was mortally wounded, and died
shortly afterwards | looked about for
the main body of the army, which I
eould not discaver,—discharged my
musket at a party uf the enemy, snd
ran for @ piece of wood at a little dis
tance, where I thought I might find
shelter. At this moment Washington
appeared in front of the Americdn ar.
my, riding towards those of us who
were relreating, exclnimed, “Parade
with us, my brave fellows; there is but’
a handful of the enemy, and we will
have them directly.” I immediately
joined the main body, and marched o-
ver the ground sgain,

O, the barbarity of man! On oor re
treal we had lefi a eomrade of ours,
whose name was Loomis, from Leba-
non Ct., whose leg was broken by a
musket ball, under a cart in a yard;
bul on our return he was dead, having
received several wounds from a Brit-
ish bayonel! My old associates were
geattered aboot, grosning, dying and
dead. Oue officer, who was shot from
hia horse loy in hallow place in the
ground, rolling and writhing in his
owu blovd, unconscious of soy thing &
roundhim, Theground was [rozen and
dll the blood that was shad remained
on the surface, which added to the hor
ror of this scene of carnage.

‘The DBritish were unable to resist
this attack, and retrested into the Cul-
lege whera they consi lered themselves
sale, Our srmy was there in an io-
stant, and the canoon was placed be.
fore the door, and after two or three
discharges, a white flag appeared ata
window, when the British surrender-
ed. They wers a haughty crabbed
set of men, as they fully exhibited
while prisoners in their march to the
country. In this battle my pack, which
was made fasl by leather sirings, was,
as supposed, shot from my back, snd
with it went all the little clothing 1
had; it was, however, soon replaced by
one which had belonged to a British
officer, and was well [uenished.

LAST MOMENTS OF MR. KANE,

Ao affecting aceount of the lust mo-
ments of Mr. Senator Kane, is given 1
the Globe, He was most strongly char:
acterized by his filinl attachment—and ho
koew no selfish feeling, but thut  which
exisied in solicitude, and tenderness for
lis wile, and the uffspring she gave him.
Almost fu his last moments he (ancied
himseall 1n the midst of his denr domostic
circlo—spoke 1o his children s it (ond=
ling them, und invited them to play on the
grags plot, and under the shade of hiy
own trees, 8l home—and rose in his bed,
and ssemed to pluck the cool verdure to
which his imaginations and affections had
wandered in search of reliof. Ala! his
wife nnd children weré far from him,and
he [orever lost to (hem—but he sunk 1o
rest upon the bosoms of those who mourn
his fate ns deeply, nlthough they may not
fecl so keenly orso long the deprivation,”
How sirongly does this impress upon our
fealings the ulter nothingness of all the
aspirations and honors ol the public man,
when compared with the substantial hap.
piness of private life!—Hs looked from
the ruggeti path, up which ambition urg:
od him, in search of fame and disunction
to the quigt of his own home, the inno
cent prattle of his own children, and the
fond endearments of hia own family! In
ihe last solerun hour when the things of
this world were [ast receding from his
sight, his mind oaturslly and instinetively
turned (o the source of all his real earth:
ly joy und felicity, and fondly lingered
there. He enquired notafter the honors
he had won—the rank to which he had at
tained —he thought not of the elevation to
which ho had been raised by the exorcise
of his talents—the statcsman’s views, the
politicinn’s cares were all forgotten—~ and
memory, whilst 1 lingered wround the
portals of life, dwelt up«n scenes endear-
d by recollociions connected with the
kindly charities of the heart, the social
relutions of sociely and all those endear
tng ties which conoected it with home
aud friends, *

In no light does the character of Burke
display itsell to better udvantage, or more
strongly grasp our interest and nflections,
than when we view it,in eonnection with
those thrilling passages in the life of this
greal man, in which his love as s parent
shune forth with s0 much constancy snd
lustre:  Wa leave, with him, aot only
withdut regret. but with pleasure, the in

telte-tanl Lo phahe was every day gain

ded my life, We formed, adyanced

ing in the British leginlature, to seek the
philosophie retrement of ins country seat
where with his books and bis son, be
#pent liis lvisure hours ia the calm enjoy-
ment of cultivating a mind whizh he ho-
ped to assnnilate with hie own, and over
which he never cewssd 10 exercise a
watchful guardisnship .=Doubiless, be
there often cast o glance downward upon
the sirife and turmoil he had left, and in
which he was accustomed 1o mingle,
Doublless, be there plumed his wings for
those eagle flights which he sometimes
took alter be had descended into the po

litical arens, and form which ke ross al-
wiys sublimely! But the seclusion of his
homu—the shutting out of the world irom
his thoughis—the enjoyment of domestic
happiness—this to him was (elicity,
which he could not gain, with all bis fume
all his eloquedce, all his honors, away
(rom his own doors and his own firesides.

It would nlmost seem that public men
in devotiug themselves 10 public affairs,
voluntarily deprived themselves of most,
of the sweet eajoyment of life, And how
often do we sce them evanin the midst of
lifo and health, nod the successiul prose
cution of their plans, look back with re
gard upon the scenes of their younger and
better duye, and sigh for their loss, In
the present, they have not an equivalart
lor what is past,and they cannot look for
ward to the future with that complucvney
they desire, and with that prospectof gat-
igfuction they covet, How olien, sicken
ed and disgusted, do they halt in the race
of ambition, and leuve the strife o other
competitors!

After all, the “private station,” if it be
not the “post of honor” is the condition
of true happiness, There is found refuge
and reliel, which can no where else be
found: ‘There dees the wanderer, afier
years of vain search elsewhere, at lasi
relurn, like the prodigal son who had
strayed away from his father"s house,
There when health and sirength, and life
isolf, are wasting wway, du the thoughis
cenire, the aflections cluster, sud the
memory cling, antil douth closes the
scene, and Yends the strange eveatlul his
turyy —dAlex. Gas,

From tho U, 8, Gazette,
THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR.

Wilh this day eloses the year 1835,
IMwo take no vote of time, but by its
loss it is goud for us to inquirs how much
al that which kas gone, i= 10 be nuted ae
lowt,™  We cuunt not other years as lost,
because they ure past, any more hin we
should consiler us losl, the ssed scatiter
ed oni the besom ol the earth from which
wo had gathered a plentiful harvest,

Is ixFANCY I8ty when our helplessnoss
increascd tne very affection to which it
was indelted [or support?—when devo
tion ol our wants Lrought inlo exwrcise
those holy teelinga that link the mother's
heary with angel's affections,

s curppuoep logty when the fresh im-
press ol morals upon the unvibiated mind
ublains a tenucity that no afier nssocin-
tions can fully efiae?—when affections
gush forth without deceit,nnd the tongue
15 the exponunt ol the heart?

Is vouru lost, when temptntion assails
the early resolution ol virlue, and iy de
feated —when the nifections begin 1o sel
tle and concantrate—when the moral pre
vepls that ciitldliood received rise up in
judgment against the yielding of the wind
1o error? —when the judgment begins to
piredominate over leelimg-and the thought
of responsibility begets u hubit of reflue-
ton?

Is saxmoon lost, whon the world shares
the heart, when ambition and business,
honor and wealth, cluim the affsctions
nud energies of mind and body—whean,
in the bustle of business, lime seoma all
that the soul can know—when only some
sudden siruke of fute awukens us to our-
seives—when the schemes af the philan-
thropist are energetically pursued, and
the great mission of religion hangs on the
calculations of business, and the hernlds
of the everlasting gospel go forth upon the
wiugs of commerce?

Is ace losti?  Is sober nutumn lost, be
cause it hns pagsed away? when the har-
vest of lifa is gathered in—-when freed
from the profitless shoots of gpring and the
gorish display of summer, we treasure up
what has been matured and perfected by
the year, lu that loat,

Are oll the Brrssanes which pleasure
bas scattered nlong our pethway of life
lost to us, because they havebeen? Have
they left no sense of gratiude? Have
they increased, in no degree, our love for
mix who gave and them who shared!
And most of all, our sorrows and our
AFFLICTIONS, our depreciation of wenlth
and losses of friends, are these all lost? —
The sigh of regret for freindship wound-
od—the tear of pity {or sorrows unassua
ged—the mortification for ambition un
gratified—the shame for good unperform
el, and griel for aflection severed—have
they produced no fruits? Are they entire
ly Jost? Hath not the heart been amend
ed? Have they not created n dependence
upon unfailing sources? If they have aot
lessened nffection heregghave they ot
strengthened it for ! Aud the
treasures which we gatibred, and which
have perished in our hund, or have beon
suatched away, one by one, from our
gragp, have they not taught us to lay up
trensures where no moths corrupt  nor
thieves break through? If these moni=-
tions of nnture and Providence have been

improved, what have we Jost?
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NO- 20.—WHOLE NO. 72

THE “SPECIAL MESSAGE.”
Messaox rrox e PRestozyT 10 BoTH
Hovaes or Coxcazes,
Received, and read, and referred to the
Commetlee on Forcign Relation's in

both Houses,
Mosoay, Jan. 18th, 1836,

To the Senate, and
House of Representatives:

Gevriesex—In my message at the
opening of your session, 1 1nformed you
that our Charge &’ Alfuires, at Paris, had
been instructed to ask for the final deter-
mination of the French Guvernment, in
relation o the payment of the indemnifi.
eation, secnred by the Tresty of the 4ih
of July, 1831, and that when advices of
the result should be received, it would be
mado the sabject of a special communica.
o,

fu exseution of this design, I now trans
mitle you the papers numbered from 1 to
13 inclusive, ecoutaining, among other
things, the correspondence on this sabjset
between opr Charge d*Aflisires and (he
French Ministor of Foreign Affars, trom
whizh, it will be sean, that Fraoce ro-
quires, as & condition precedent to the nx
goution of & treaty unconditionally ralifi-
ed, and 1o the paymentol a debt achnowl |
edged by ull the branches of her Guvera.
ment Lo he due, thul eertain explanstions
shall be made, of which she dictates the
teems, These terms are such as that Gov |
erament has already been oflicially in-
farmed, cannot bo complied with; and il
peraisted in, thoy must be considered as
a delibesate refusal on the part of France
to fulfil engagements binding by the luws
of nations, and held sacred by the whole
civilizod world, The wature of the ae
which France requires of this Govern—
ment, s clearly set forth i the letter of
the French Mipister, marked No, 4. ~We
will pay the money," says he, ¢ when
the Governmen! of the United Stales is
rendy, on its part, o declare to us, by ad
dreasing 118 claim to us officially 1n wri
ting, that it regrets the misunderstanding
which his urisen belween the (wo coun-
trivs —thut tns inisunderstanding 14 foun-
ded on n mistake=-thatit pever eolered
tnto its intention to eall in questivn the
good fwithof the French Government, nor
o take a menncing allitude towands
Fraoge:" and ho ndde, *if the G'ﬂ“rll“]
mentof the United States does not give |
this assurance, we shall be obliged 10
think that thie nisunderstanding s ot
the result of an error.,”  lo the letter
marked No, 0, the Freoch minister also
remurks, “ihut the Governmentolthe U
Stales koows that upoen itsell depends
hencelorward the execution of the teenty
of July 4, 1831

Obliged Ly the precise langunge thus
used by the Fronch Minister, (o view it
a8 8 peremplory refusal to execute the
tronty, excepl on terms incompatible with
the honor and independence of the Uni-
ted S:ates, and persunded that, on consid
enng the correspondence now submitted
10 you, you can regerd it in o other light

—il becomes my duty Lo call your alien-
tion ta such measures a8 the exigency of
the ¢sse demnnds, If the claim of interfe-
ring in the communications between the
diffurent brenches of obr governmeat shall
be persisied in,  This pretension is ren-
dered the more uareasonable by the fact,
that the substance of the required expla-
nation liag been repeatedly aod voluata—
Fy given bafure it was inststed on us a
copdition = epndition the more humili
ating, because it 18 domanded us the e.
E)t:.ivuirntufn pecuntary consideration.

es France desire only u declaration
that we had no intention Lo oblsin our
rights by an address to her fears rather
thun her justice! She has already had it
frankly and explicilly given by our Min-
ister, nccredited to lus govornmont, his
act ratified by me,and my confirmation
of it officially communicated by him, in
his letter to the French Minister of For
eign Affsirs, of the 25th April, 1835, of
repeated by wy published approval &
that letter ufter the possage of the bill ol
indemnification. Does France want a
degrading, servile repetition of this act,
in terms which she shall dictate, and
which will invelve an acknowledgement
of her assumed right to interfete in our
domestic councils? Sue will never ob-
tain it. The spiritof the American peo
ple, the dignity of the legislature, and the
firm resolve of their executive, completn
ly forbid it _

As the answor of the French Minister
to our Charge d’Affairea aL Puaris, con-
tains an allusion to u letter addressed by
him to the representatives of France at
this place, it now becomes proper (o lay
beforo you the correspondence had be
tween that functionary and the Becretary
of Siate, relative to that letter,and lo ac
company the same with such explana.
tions as will enable you to understand the
course of the Exscutivo in regard to il.—
Recurring to the historical sisiement
made st the commencemext of your ses
sion, of the origin and progress of our dil-
ficulties with Franee, 1t will be recolles-
ted (hat, on the roturn of our Minister to
the U, States, | caused my official appro
val of the oxplanation he had given to
the French Mimster of Foreign Affuirs,
to be made public. As the French Gov
ernment had noticed the messnge With-
out its. being officially communicaled, 1t
wos not doubted that, if they were dispo:
sed o puy the money due to us, they
would notice sny public explanation of

same way, But, con o thess well
founded expectations, the Freach ministry
did not take this fair y o re-
liev® themselves from their unlortunate
posilion , and (o do justice 1o the United
States,

Whilst, however, tha Goveroment of
thz U, 8. was awailing the movements
of the Frenck Guvernment, in perfect con
fidence that the difficulty wasatan end,
the secrelary of Lhe State received n call
fram the French Charge d’Alluites in
Washington, who desired to read o him
a letter be bad received from the French
Munister of Foreign Affasrs.  [le was usk
ed whether he was jostructed or direcied
10 make any official communication, and
replied that ho was only suthorized 1o
read the letter, and furmish a copy if re
quested, The substance of its contents,
it is presumed, ma¥ be gathered (rom Nos,
4 and 6 berewith trapsmited, It was an
astempt to ket tha Government of the U, 8,
privately know 1n what wanner it could
makeexplanations, apparently voluntary
but realiv dictatedby France, neceptable
to her, and thus oblain payment of the
twenly five millions ol irancs.  No excep
tion was tken to this mode of dommuni
cation, which is often used 10 prepare the
for officinl ntercourse, but the sugges
Lions made 1o 1t ware, in their substioce
wholly iandmissible, Not being in the
shape of an officie] communicalion (o 1his
Government, it did not adwii of reply or
ufficul notice, nor could it sately be made
the basis of uny acuon by the Executive
or the Legislnture; and the Seoretary of
State did not think proper to ask a copy,

—_— =

| Mr. Barton having in pursuance of
his instroctions, returned to the Uni.

ted States, and the Charge d’Asffaires
of Franee having been recalled, all i

plomatic intercourse between the two
couniries is suspended —a stute of

things originatiog in an waressonable

suseeptibility on the part of the Preach

Government, snd rendered necesssry

on our part by theirrefusal 1o perform

‘eogagements contained in & treaty,

from the faithfal performsace of which

by us they are lo this day enjoying

many important commercial advanta-

ges.

It is time that this unequl position
of affairs should cease, and that Legis
lative action should be brought to suse
tsin Executive exertion in such meas.
ures a8 the cases requires. While

rance persists in her relusal lo eom-

F
lply with the terms of a treaty, the ob

Jectof which was, by removihg all
causes of mutaal compluiol, 10 renew
ancieot feelings of friendship, and to
unite the two nations in the bonds of
amily, and of » mutually beneficial
commerce, she cannot jusily complaia
if we adopt such peaceful remedied ss
the law of nations sad the circumstan-
cesof the ease may suthorize and de-
mand. OFf the nature of these reme-
dies, [ have heretnfore had occasion lo
speak; and in reference 10 & particu-
lar contingency, 10 expressmy eonvie
fion that reprisals would be best adapt

because he evuld huve no uee fur i,

Copies of pupers, marked No. 9,
10 and IT show an altempts on the |
partuf the Freaeh Charge §'uffiires
many weeks afterwards, 10 plure a eop |.
y of this papee smong the arehives |
of this goveramen! which for abvicus |
reasons, was nol sllowed 10 be done; |
but the assurance before given was re |

makein the accustomed form, would
receive a prompt 20d just cbosidern-
tion. 'The indiseretion of hiswiteurpt
was made more manifest, by (ke sub
srquent svuwal ofthe Freaen Charge
d’Afluires, rhat the objoet was o bring
this letter before Congress and the A
merican people. Il fureign agents,
on a subject of disagreements between
1heir Gavernment and this, wish Lo
prefer an appeal to the Anerican peo
ple. they will hereafter, it is hoped
betrer appreeiate their own rights, sod
the respret due to others, than 10 &t
tempt (o use the Exceutive as the pas
sive organ of their e mmunications.
It is due 10 the chsracter of our insti.
lutions, that the diplomatic Intercouse
of this Government should be condue
ted with the pimost direciness and
stmplicity, and that, in all cases of im
portance, the communicalions receiv-
ed or made by the Executive, should
assume the accusiomed official form.
It isonly by insisting on (his form,
that foreign powers can be held 10 full
respoosibility; thal their communiea-
tions can be officially rep'ied to; or
that the advice or interference of the
Legislature ean, with propriety, be in
vited by the President. This course
11also best calculated, on the cne
hand, toshie!d that officer from un.
just suspicions, aud on ths oller, to
subjaet this portion of his acisto pub-
lie serutiny, and if oceasion shall re-
quire ity to conetitutional snimadver-
sion. It was the more necessary 1o
adhera to these principles in the in
stance in question, inasmuch, asin ad
dition to other important interests, it
very intimately cencerned the nation-
al honor; a matter, in my judgement
much too sacred to be made the sub-
Jjectof private and unoficial negotia.
tion,

It will be perceived that this letter
of the French Minister of Foreign
Affairs was read to the Secretary of
State on the 11th of September last,
This was the first suthentic indication
of the special views of the Freach
Government, received by the Govern-
ment of the Upited Stutes after the
passage of the bill of indemnification.
Inasmuch as the letter had been writ-
ten before the official novice of my ap
proval of Mr. Liviogston's last expla
nation snd removsirance could have
reached Paris, just ground of hope
was left, a5 has been before siated 1hal
the Freach Government, on receiving
that informaiion, in the same manaer
the alledged offending message had
reached them, would desist [rom their
extraordinary demand, snd pay the
money st once. Togive them an op
portunity to do 8o, and at all evente,
to eligit their final determinationy and
the ground they intended 1o oceupy,
the instruclions were given 1o oor
Charge d’Affaires, which wereadvert
ed to st the commeneement of the pre
sent session of Congress,  The result
#5 you have seen, isademand of an
official wrilten expression of regrets,
and a direct explsnation addressed to
France, with s distinet intimation that
this is & s1a2 gua nons

th'wcmn!htv!' the U, States 1 ttml

ed lo the emergeacy then cantemplat-
=d. Ninee that period, Feanee, by all
the lepariments of her Governmeant,
hss acknowledzed 1he validity of our
claiing, nnd the obiizations of the (rea
iyyand has sppropristed the moneye
wlhieh sre uscessary to ils exeeution;
and though peywent is withheld on
grounds vitally imporant to our exis

pealed,that soy official ecommunics- |lence as an ipdepeud=nt nation, it is
tion whith he mighl be auhorized 1o | 0ol lo be believed 1hn she ean hava

jdetermined permacently to refain a
{positica o utterly fndelensible. fa
the alterced state of the questions in
enptroversy, and vader all existing
cirgumstanaes, it appearsio me, that,
uatil sueh s determioation ahall have
become evident, it will be proper and
suficient to retaliste her present refu-
sul 10 comply with her engsgements
hvy prohibiting ths iotrodoction of
Freench produsis and the eniry of
|Frcn;i| vessels 10to our porls, Ba
{tween this and the interdietion of all
sommercial intereourse, or uither rem
edies, youas the represenfativesof the
people musit determine. | recommend
ihe. former, in the present posture of
ourstiairs, vs beiog the least injurious
lo our comm-ree, and as altended with
{the lesst difficuliy ol returaing to the
usual slate of (riendly intercourse, if
the government of France shall reo.
der us the justiee 1hat is dae, and al.
5023 a proper preliminary step fto
stronger measures, should their adop-
lion be rendered necessary by subse-
Guent evenls,

Thereturn of our Charge d’Affhires
is attended with public notices of na-
val preparations ou the part of Franee,
destined for our sess. Of the causa
snd intent of these armaments, | have
noauthentic information, nor any oth
er means of judging, except such ps
are comnmon (o yourselves and to the
publie; but whatever may be their ob
jeet, we are not atliberty to regard
them as unconnecled with tha meas
ures which hastile movement on the
part of Frange may compel us to pur
sus. They at least deserve to be met
by adequate prepsralion ou our part,
and I therefore strongly orgs large
and speedy appropriations for the in-
crease of the mavy,and the comple-
tion of our coest defences,

If this array of military force be
really designed to affect the action of
the Government and people of the U-

nited State, on the questions now pen
ding between the two nalions, then in
deed would it be dishonorable 1o pause
&8 momenton the slternative which
such a state of things would present to
us. Come what sy, the explanation
which France demands can never be
accorded, and no armament, haweyves
powerful and imposing, at a distance,
or on our coas!, will | trust, deter us
from dischargiag the high duties
which we ows to our constituenls, lo
our national charascter, and to the
world.

The House of Representatives, ot
the close of the st sesgion of Cone
gress unanimously resolved. that the.
treaty of the 4th of July 1881, should
be m. in'ained, and its exeaution Tnsiss
ted on by the United Siates. 1t is
due 10 the welfsre of the humsn race,
not less than to our bwa interests and
honor, that this resolution should, at
all hazards, be adhered 10. If, after
so signal an example as that given by
(ke American people, duriug théir
long protrected dificolties with Franze
of terbearince under secumulated
wrongs and of generous confidence in
her ullimate retura to justico she shall




